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Sunday, February 7

The Sermon: “Finding Hope Amid the Hopeless”
Readings of the day from Isaiah 6:1-8; 1 Corinthians 15:1-11;
Luke 5:1-11
“That won't work.” How many times did you say that to
someone, or at least, thought that? "“I've tried it,” or, “you
don’t know things like I know them,” or, “come on, you must be

POSTOFS What's Ahead for the Sermons in February
The Pastor’s Musings on Preaching God’s Grace
zpor’r %

! crazy!” When we are faced with very high obstacles in our lives,
we might slide into a thinking that comes to the conclusion, “nothing is going to
work.” Jesus had his hands full with His fishermen-disciples who had empty nets.
They wouldn’t believe Him when he said, “Put out into deep water, and let down the

nets for a catch.” (Luke 5:4). Shall we try God’s way when our ways fail? It's
worth a try.

Sunday, February 14

The Sermon: “God’s ‘Some Kind of Wonderful’”
Readings of the day from Exodus 34:29-35; 2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2; Luke 9:28-36
Let’s see what your knowledge of music lyrics are from 1975. What is the title of
the song with these lyrics? “I don’t need a whole lots of money, I don’t need a big
fine car, I got everything that a man could want, I got more than I could ask for.”
Not hard to find the answer, and if you come to church this day, I'll be glad to
announce it. The theme of the day is Transfiguration----to be changed from one
form to another. Moses went to the mountain top and he received the 10
Commandments, and in so doing, he became “radiant.” (Exodus 34:30). Jesus
went to another mountain top and he, too, “became as bright as a flash of
lightning.” (Luke 9:29). Life-changing experiences will forever make us ‘glow’ with
the radiance of God’s love.

Ash Wednesday - February 17
Readings of the day from Joel 2:1-2, 12-17; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Matthew
6:1-6, 16-21

The Sermon: “It Is Close at Hand”
Joel the prophet called out to the people of God to know the error of their ways.
They had fallen out of practicing their covenant with God, and soon their willful
sinning would catch up with them. Joel did not speak to become popular; he spoke
to be faithful. Let us gather this evening to reflect, to ask for forgiveness, and find
accord again with God’s intention for our lives through our right actions.

Sunday, February 21 - First Sunday in Lent

The Sermon: “When We Wander Our Own Wildernesses”
Readings of the day from Deuteronomy 26:1-11; Romans 10:8b-13; Luke 4:1-13
Surely the Hebrew people knew the hardship of being slaves to a fierce Pharaoh.
Also Jesus knew what it was to be tested as the Son of God by the Tempter. We
are not exempt from demands and temptations in our own lives. What to do? How
to be faithful?



Sunday, February 28 - The Second Sunday in Lent

The Sermon: “A Lament Is Not the Last Word”
Readings of the day from Genesis 15:1-12; Philippians 3:17-4:1; Luke 13:31-35
Abram (who would become Abraham) was at his wit’s end. He thought we would
never have children, but that was not the last word from God. Jesus looked over
Jerusalem and sighed, “You who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how
often I have longed to gather your children together...but you were not willing!”
(Luke 13:34). Both lamented, but both would have their hopes fulfilled by our all
powerful and faithful God!

My Greetings to You, the People of God,
Known as Hawker United Church of Christ!

“And Then I Received a Telephone Call”

The telephone rings a lot at the Walker household. It could be our daughter,
Blythe. It could be a call from a parent who needs special tutoring for a daughter
or son, which means my wife Janet has been called upon again to help a student in
school. Often the telephone rings because I should be alerted that a member of the
church is in the hospital or who needs a visit. I wish I could say that all calls are
important, but you know as I know, not all calls are: marketing calls or “vote for”
calls come in more than we’d like.

One night I received a very special call. A telephone call from the Search
Committee of Hawker UCC. I must confess that I was expecting it because we had
arranged the call ahead of time, but I had no idea that this call would eventually
become THE CALL to serve as pastor of Hawker UCC! How wonderful, how exciting,
how challenging, and how thankful I am to you! Janet and I are very hopeful about
our future with all of you. It was a blessed day on October 25, 2009, when the
congregation gathered at Hawker UCC worshipped with me, called a meeting in my
absence, and then voted to call me as Pastor and Teacher unanimously. How
absolutely thrilling, energizing, and humbling, all at the same time. My work at
Hawker begins on Monday, February 1. I will look forward to meeting you again (if
we have met before), or meeting you for the first time.

In order for me to become your pastor, I thank God for all of the work done by
your Search Committee co-led by Chris Goessl and Shirley Gambrell, and all of the
members, those who helped us move from Evansville, Indiana, and certainly I
thank Pastor Kathryn Anadein for her excellent Interim Ministry. Hawker UCC is an
outstanding example of God’s love made visible by your witness, your work, and
your zeal to carry on Christ’s ministry in Beavercreek, in Ohio, and in the world. 1
thank God for all of you! Janet and I count ourselves blessed to be among you.
See you in church.

To God Be the Glory,
Pastor Bob Walker



Hawker United Church of Christ sends
condolences to Pastor John Shonle and the children
of Rebecca (Becky) Shonle who passed in Hospice
Care on Thursday, January 7, 2010. A memorial
service was held at Crosscreek Community Church
on Friday, January 15th. In Becky’s memory a
$100 donation has been forwarded to the Miami
Valley Down’s Syndrome Association.

Our sympathy to the family and friends of Sandy
DesCombes, sister of Susie Demmy who passed on
Wednesday, January 20, 2010. A memorial
service was held on Saturday, January 23rd at the
Fairborn Church of Latter Day Saints.

THE NEWEST CONSISTORY MEMBERS FOR 2010 ARE:

ALAN ENGLE AS PRESIDENT-ELECT

BARBARA COOK AS DEVOTIONAL LIFE ELDER

DAVID LOERKE AS MUSIC ELDER

CINDY MYERS AS ADULT EDUCATION AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S MINISTRIES
DEACON

VICKY SHOCK AS CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP DEACON

WE SAY “WELL DONE” AND “THANK YOU” TO OUR OUTGOING MEMBERS.

Keith Andrews, Coni Edwards, Bert Wheeler, Jeanne Lumpcik, and Doug
Miller devoted many hours of faithful service to Hawker Church as Elders and
Deacons.

A Message from Sue and Ed Kline

Sue Cline called the office to check on their current mailing address as she
noticed the Hawker Happenings was late (due to late mailing only). She just
happened to mention... that she had heard about our 0 degree weather and is
enjoying her 70 degree weather all the more. So is Ed who is doing much better
and is having 3 therapists in weekly to speed up his progress. She says “HI to all
from her and Ed, and they miss everyone”.



Possible Summer Mission Trip in Ohio.

It is about time for Hawker to go on another
Mission Trip! We are trying to get some “feelers”
to see if there is any interest for this summer.
Please contact the office if this is something that
you or your family would be interested in doing
this year. Please contact the church office or Amy
Engle 937 372-6352 and let us know if you would
like to participate!!!

Some Potential Opportunities through the UCC in
Ohio are:

CLEVELAND:

Work Needed: The Urban Immersion - Cleveland Style Project is sponsored by a
cluster of urban churches, and their supporting suburban ring partners. Your time
here will be planned out (with your input) to highlight issues of hunger, poverty,
health care, community, etc. Specific work for the core summer program might
include helping out with food pantries or community meal serving, home or yard
work for elderly or disabled neighbors, or tasks like cleaning up a small park,
painting a room, or building an accessibility ramp.

TOLEDO:

Work Needed: Focus of mission trip experience is to help your group experience
the neighborhood and church of Nu-vizion, while assisting in certain projects that
are part of the on-going ministries of this inner-city new church start. Project
possibilities include: building and facilities maintenance such as painting, cleaning,
construction, lawn care; outreach such as assorted feeding ministries, working in
CHEEP store clothing bank, staffing community events, trash pick up, repair on
local houses, staffing church outreach events such as concerts or picnics; or
children's ministries such as working with summer programming of Bible study, arts
and crafts; VBS. Staff matches work projects with the specific interests and skills
of the group.

CINCINNATI:

Work Needed: Mission trips are experiences of worship and service. Experiences
include simple construction, maintenance, street feasts, and work with
neighborhood children and elders.

HIRAM:

Work Needed: Provides opportunities for people with Autism Spectrum Disorder
(ASD) to grow, learn, work and live in a setting focused on respect and support for
individuals and the environment. Volunteers help with gardening, afternoon
livestock chores, light and skilled construction projects (based on skill and need)
and assist with craft and art projects with Autistic participants on a limited basis.



This year’s special Lenten Appeal is going to be designated to One Great Hour of
Sharing.

One Great Hour of Sharing is an offering that makes the love of Christ real for
individuals and communities around the world who suffer the effects of disaster,
conflict, or severe economic hardship, and for those who serve them through gifts
of money and time.

One Great Hour of Sharing, as part of Our Church's Wider Mission (OCWM), is the
special mission offering of the United Church of Christ that carries God's message of
love and hope to people in more than eighty countries.

The UCC works with international partners to provide sources of clean water and
food, education and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency relief, and
advocacy and resettlement for refugees and displaced persons. OGHS also supports
domestic and international ministries for disaster preparedness and response.

Envelopes and informative literature will be provided in the church pews and in the
bulletins. Please support this worth-while ministry!

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office or speak
with Amy Engle, 937-372-6352.

On January 12, 2010 a major earthquake occurred
in Haiti, forever changing the lives of the Haitian
people. Right now there is a desperate need for
Baby Kits and Hygiene Kits. The simple act of
making and distributing these kits can provide the
hope needed to help these beautiful children of God
have the strength to endure, start over and heal.
With your help we can continue to spread God’s love
to the most vulnerable and needed right now!

You can make completed kits and bring them
to church, bring in needed items or make

L]
A'd {, V' i,' f H'I financial donations. Financial donations will be
| or vicrims 0 e used to purchase items to make or complete Baby
M 141 and Hygiene Kits and to use to pay for processing
Eari’hquake In quh fees to Church World Services. You may put your
financial contributions in the Sunday morning offering but please make sure your

write in the Memo space “KITS” so that the donation goes to the appropriate
account.

Please do not include any personal items like notes or cards because translation
would hold up the processing efforts and would delay the timely delivery of such
needed materials.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the church office or talk to
Amy Engle (937) 372-6352.



HYGIENE KITS

In the face of natural disasters, violence, or grinding poverty, Hygiene Kits can
mean the difference between sickness and health for struggling families.
To assemble a Hygiene Kit you will need:

* One hand towel measuring approximately 16" x 28" (no fingertip or bath
towels)

* One washcloth

* One wide-tooth comb

* One nail clipper

* One bar of soap (bath size in wrapper)

* One toothbrush (in original packaging)

* Six Band-Aids®

Please do not add toothpaste to the Hygiene Kit. Toothpaste that has an extended
expiration date will be added to Hygiene Kit shipments just prior to shipment. Seal
all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with a zipper closure.

Hygiene Kit value: $10
Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit

BABY KITS

In areas of extreme poverty or following a natural disaster, Baby Kits help young
mothers care for their newborn babies.
To assemble a Baby Kit you will need:

* Six cloth diapers

* Two T-shirts or undershirts (no onesies)

* Two washcloths

* Two gowns or sleepers

* Two diaper pins

* One sweater or sweatshirt

* Two receiving blankets (one can be a hand-knitted or crocheted baby blanket)

All items should be new. Wrap items inside one of the receiving blankets and secure
with both diaper pins.

Baby Kit value: $39
Processing/Shipping Cost: $2 per Kit
Packing and Shipping Kits

Baby Gown and Baby Sweater patterns can be downloaded from the Church World
Services Website
http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=Kkits babycare



http://www.churchworldservice.org/site/PageServer?pagename=kits_babycare

Super Bowl Party.... Come and join the Hawker
Youth for a family- friendly super bowl get together. We
will be meeting up in the Fellowship Hall about an hour
before kick-off on Super Bowl Sunday. Bring an appetizer
to share and be ready to cheer for your favorite team and
don't forget about the commercials! We'll have rockband
and wii games too! Come one, come all!

Contact Cindy Myers @ 469-4126 with any questions!

22nd ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF

Circle 3 is proud to sponsor the 22nd Annual Chili Cook-Off to be held after church
on March 7, 2010. Cooks are needed! Bring a crock of your favorite chili or soup.
Sign up on the poster in the hall if you plan to enter the contest. Also needed are
tasters to choose the BEST CHILI/ SOUP OF HAWKER CHURCH. Don't miss this fun
Hawker tradition. All proceeds will benefit Hawker Women’s Guild. Questions? Ask
any Circle 3 member or call Laura Konnert at 427-0727.

Mary Buchner and Dorothy Bordewisch want to remind
you that the collection for East Dayton Food Pantry
and Beavercreek FISH is an ongoing ministry. A
date has not yet been set for the next delivery but
boxes are in the hallway for food donations. The need is great and the agencies are
so grateful please be generous.

ETC., ETC,, ETC,,

NEXT SUNDAY'’S SERVICE OF JANUARY 31ST WILL BE A HYMN SING - CASUAL
DRESS.

ANNUAL REPORTS ARE DUE IN THE OFFICE BY FRI., JANUARY 29TH

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING IS FEBRUARY 24, 2010.

Sign up for Women’s Week Luncheon will be Sunday in the Narthex. Women'’s
Week Luncheon is February 6, 2010. There is no cost for the luncheon but
reservation lets us know how much food will be needed. You can also sign up as
late as the fifth of February by calling Vicky Shock at 427-0365.

Blanket Sunday will be February 7th and February 14th.
Women’s Guild Sunday is February 14th during the 10:30 a.m. Service -
Reception to follow the service.

THE NEXT CONSISTORY MEETING HAS BEEN MOVED TO MONDAY EVENING
FEBRUARY 15, 2010 DUE TO ASH WEDNESDAY. BE SURE TO REVISE YOUR
CALENDAR ACCORDINGLY.



Adult Sunday School 9:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.
Junior Youth 10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.

HAWKER CHURCH UCC CALENDAR

February 2010

Pastor:

Reverend Bob Walker

Office: 426-0973 Cell: 672-4039
E-mail: office@hawkerucc.org

Reception 11:45 a.m. Website: www.hawkerucc.org
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Notes from your Evangelism & Denominational Concerns Elder
Reserve these dates on your calendar now!
February 5 - 12:30 p.m. Angel Food Order Deadline

February 7 - 10:30 a.m. Pastor Bob’s 1st Sunday - Please remember to wear
your name tag

February 13 - 9:30 a.m. House of Bread
February 20 -9:00-10:00 a.m. - Angel Food Distribution

March 20 - (time TBD) - Community Ham & Bean Dinner, chaired by Chef Doug
Miller — proceeds to benefit picnic shelter needs. More info to follow.

SONKA SPRING WORKSHOP - We will be hosting this event on Saturday, April
24th. Registration is $20 including continental breakfast, workshops, worship &
lunch. You may register on-line at www.sonkaucc.org beginning on March 15th.
This year’s theme is “"Church Vitality.” Tentative agenda follows:

8:30-9:00 Registration & Continental Breakfast

9:00-9:20 Welcome & SONKA Business

9:30-11:00 Workshops

11:15-12:30 Worship Service

12:30-1:30 Lunch

1:30-3:30 Workshops ---- This is an excellent opportunity for us to grow
spiritually as individuals as well as collectively as a church.

Popcorn Festival - September 11 & 12th - Consistory has approved our
participation with a Community Information Booth. Volunteers are needed to form
a committee to begin planning this event. Registration is due shortly. This will be
another great opportunity to reach out & share the “"Good News” with the
community. Please let me know if you are interested in helping.

In Christ’s Service
Shirley Gambrell



Consistory Workshop Report

Saturday, Jan 16th, your Consistory was actively involved in morning long, (and a
little into the afternoon), workshop.

Chef Doug Miller, and his assistant Jeanne Lumpcik, provided a scrumptious
breakfast. “Thank you”.

Once we adjourned to the choir room for the workshop, I heard rumors of
‘impeachment’ as the members reviewed the agenda.

The group learned all about the F.A.C.T.S. of team work which included; Follow-
Thru, Accuracy, Creativity, Timeliness and Spirit. Emphasis was placed on how
important open communications is to insure that as a whole, we meet and even
excel our goals as a team.

Do you know why geese fly in a formation? It provides a 71% greater flying range
than if one bird flew alone. Your Consistory will be traveling on the strength of one
another and *honking’ to encourage those up front to keep up the good work.

We had a team building exercise called the ‘Minefield Game’. We paired off in teams
and the goal was for one blindfolded member to be coached through the ‘minefield’
by their partner at the other end. We had a BLAST.

Next we discussed what plans each Elder and Deacon had for the 2010 year. I've
got to tell you, your Consistory team is ‘fired-up’ and already rolling.

Pastor Kathryn presented the ‘Twelve Keys To An Effective Church’, based on a
book by Kennon Callahan.

I wish to ‘Thank’ each member who took time away from their busy schedules to
attend this workshop. I feel that by meetings end, ‘impeachment’ was the furthest
thing from their minds.

Sincerely submitted,
Bob Gambrell, Consistory President

February Birthdays

3 Terry Lambert 22 Barbara Voris

9 Ray Oshima 23 Eleanor Mortimer
12 Bob Gambrell 24 Zoey Myers
16 Don Kinsel 25 Norma Voris

17 Tori Lynn Seitz




Thank you, everybody, for the wonderful  quilts.

\ i What a beautiful way to be able to remember my time
>r\ (*6 here at Hawker and each and every one of you.
'{J".\f I loved the "Amen Chorus” that the choir sang for me.
I knew I'd get some “amens” out of you before I left.
f And, of course, thank you for the wonderful carry-in

reception.

/ I'm really going to miss all that good Hawker food!
gﬁc&/ ol

God'’s blessings to all of you!

Pastor Kathryn

THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU!

A special thank-you to everyone that helped Pastor Bob & Janet on moving day:
Barbara Cook, Alan Engle, Bob Gambrell, Laura Konnert, Terry Lambert, Dave &
Donna Loerke, John & Jean Lumpcik, Scott & Craig Lyon, Doug Miller, Cindy Myers,
Jean & Bob Smith, Vicky Shock & Alice Woody.

They are in their new apartment with plenty of unpacking to do. Pastor Bob’s first
day in the office will be February 1st.

Shirley Gambrell
Search Committee

To All My Hawker Church Family,

First of all I would like to express thanks to the entire consistory which has
served with me for the last 2 years. We have accomplished a lot and we have also
had a lot of fun doing what had to be accomplished at Hawker. I want to say Thank
You, Thank You, Thank You to All of You for all of your help and understanding. I
have really enjoyed the past year as your president and have learned so very
much. I would also like to thank Bob Gambrell for stepping into the job as
president-elect. I believe he will do an excellent job as president, as will the other
new members of Consistory.

Doug Miller
President of Consistory, 2009



Notes from the January 2010 Consistory Meeting

At our January meeting many issues were discussed and we would like to share
these with you. Some have already been mentioned in the Hawker Happenings so
you can read the articles for further information.

e We are putting out “feelers” to see if a summer 2010 mission trip is a
possibility.

e The AED, or defibulator, has been ordered. Thanks to all of you that
contributed to this worthwhile equipment for Hawker Church.

e Look for the Ham and Bean Dinner. It will be open to the public and
proceeds will go to Picnic Shelter needs.

e SONKA is sponsoring their annual Spring Gathering at Hawker. There will
be opportunities for all of us to contribute time and talents.

e The need for both a Parliamentarian and a Hawker Historian was
discussed. If you are interested in one of these positions, or know someone
who might be, please see Bob Gambrell or any Consistory member.

e Hawker has contributed $100 to the Miami Valley Down’s Syndrome
Association in memory of Becky Shonle.

e We have decided to try having an informational booth at the Popcorn
Festival in September.

e The Mitten Tree was filled with more than a hundred scarves and mittens
that were donated to local organizations such as IHN, Domestic Violence
Center, Family Services, and the State Highway Patrol. Thanks, Barbara
Cook!

Please remember that you are always welcome to attend one of the monthly
Consistory meetings. They are usually held on the third Wednesday of each month.

Barbara Cassidy
Secretary
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each blank to find
the remaining words.
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